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Around 12 years back.. a girl sang, “ Thendral vannu ennai thodum...” alongside Prasanth at the
100th episode of a musical programme where talented singers performed with their families.
The judges were well-known music director Sarreth, famous singer Sowmya and actor-director
Venu Nagavally. The hall reverberated with applause as she finished the song.

“A girl so talented, she could easily sing any song of any mood or genre..” said Venu Nagavally



and tears of gratitude rolled down her cheeks.

The girl’s family sang “Indraneelimayolum ee mizhi poikakalil..” at the final round and won the
third prize in the reality show. This feat was a real boost to the girl’s self confidence as she had
not had much organised lessons in music. That girl who then decided she would persevere to
excel, is our talented banker today.

Devi Godavarma
Bank of Baroda
Kazhakuttom Branch
Thiruvananthapuram

Born to Sri. Godavarma of Haripad Chembrol palace and Smt. Sumabhai of Mavelikkara
Ennakkadu palace( related to the Kowdiar royal family), Devi spent her childhood at
Thiruvananthapuram. Her father was the Assistant Commissioner of the Thiruvithamkoor
Devaswom board and her mother was the office superintendent at the Sri Chithira Thirunal
Institute.

Devi did pre schooling at St.Shantal school and schooling from Vellayambalam Sri Vidyadhiraja
Vidya Mandir and though she participated in dance and light music competitions at school level,
she mainly took part in group events.

Her artistic talents took wings as she joined Marian Engineering college.. that was around when
she realized music was her forte.

She participated in various competitions representing her college. She took part in a reality
show conducted by the Kairali TV for college students anchored by Swetha Menon and named
“Starwars" and also a programme where participants performed with their families, called
“Ellarum paadanu". She could make a scintillating performance in both the events and also was
shortlisted in the finale and won the third prize in the programme “Ellarum paadanu".

Her experience from these events paved way to her singing and anchoring for the programmes
“Masters” and “Hridayaragam" in ACV.

Devi cherishes the chance she got to sing alongside the famous singer Karthik during an Onam
celebration conducted at the Chandrasekharan Nair stadium, Thiruvananthapuram during one
of those years. She also holds close to her heart the opportunity she got to sing before Arjunan
mash and receive his blessings during a musical event held in memory of Devarajan master..
moments when the rhythm of music mixed with the being itself.. She remembers that she
appeared in various stage shows during the time.

It was after the completion of her college education in 2008 that she started her music lessons.
She studied Carnatic music under Vaikom Jayachandran from Chennai and N.P Ramaswamy(
recently deceased) from Kochi, and also spent a year at Thripunithura learning Hindustani music
from Ustad Fayaz Khan. She still continues this, only now the classes are online.



In 2010 she married Vivek who is senior business analyst at Infopark. She started her career in
2014 by joining Vijaya Bank as a Probationary Officer. Though she requested for spouse joining
and went to Mattancheri branch, Devi returned to Thiruvananthapuram for her parents and
kids. With the bank merger, she is presently posted at Kazhakuttom branch, Bank of Baroda.

Her little ones, Niveditha Varma — a 4th grader at the Pattom Kendriya Vidyalaya and 2-year-old
Adikesava Varma are real supporters of their mother’s talent. Her brother Rajaram, who too is a
good singer, works for the Reliance Insurance.

The recently released cover song by Devi, “Thiruvegappurayulla bhagavan" was widely
appreciated. She has also voiced a few advertisement videos.

Devi, who has sung in various devotional albums, has also imparted her melodious voice to the
musical album “Deviprasadam" written and produced by our Talented Banker Ranjith.

A movie based on arts and lives of artists released under Aryachithra films banner, ‘ Oru
desavisesham' is a differently made one, bringing light to many new perspectives. This movie
also showcases something that has not been experimented earlier in Malayalam cinema. The
protagonists in the movie are renowned thayambaka artists Porur Unnikrishnan and Kalpathi
Balakrishnan. The movie that didn’t receive much attention from movie lovers has a padam
written by Anoop and composed by Unni Nambiar, “Priyamanasa anayuka nee", sung beautifully
by Devi.

We, Talented Bankers wish Devi success in all her endeavours and look forward to seeing her
climb heights in her musical journey.



